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Born in 1925 in Samawa, Iraq. He obtained a degree in Sociology in 1948 and a Diploma from the Institute of Fine Arts in Baghdad
in 1952. Shaker Hassan studied at the Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Beaux Arts in Paris between 1955 and 1959. In cooperation
with Iraqi painter Jawad Salim, he founded the Baghdad Modern Art Group in 1951. In 1971, he founded the ‘One-Dimension’ 
Group. Shaker Hassan participated in numerous exhibitions in Iraq and abroad and is the author of numerous books.

“To Al Said . . . art was another form of worship. Contemplation ‘is not an expression of the spirit as in Abstraction, or the visual as 
in representational trends, nor is it an expression of the unconscious and the world of dreams as in Surrealism, or of time and 
space as in Cubism. ‘Thus, I shall describe the world through realization of my being by raising it to the level of phenomenological 
contemplation.’ Contemplative art is a spiritual art that merges its exoteric, al-zahir, with its esoteric, rr al-batin, (i.e. both are
expressive of each other). Abstraction is only a beginning.”

Nada Shabout, “Shakir Hassan Al Said: A Journey Towards the One-Dimension,”Nafas Art Magazine, published online May 2008

Himat has always been lyrical. All his rhythms flowed from a spontaneous fascination with nature and its imagination. 
In the beginning, he could not believe his inner grief. He had a personal story that was not yet deeply buried in the past. 
Perhaps he learned his first lesson by looking at his mother’s clothes and those of Kurdish women villagers. The light 
which continues to emerge intermittently in his paintings is a type of inspiration that is anchored in the depth of his 
childhood, which he lived in silence, with a deferred poetical emotion; he would eventually find material for his poetical 
rhythm (Himat is inclined in his many books to purify poetry from his depictive imagination, searching for a language 
within the language and a poetry that is purified of technique). 

Himat used to surprise me by standing outside of the game of language, with its insistence on meaning. This is because 
he escapes, through poetry, from the exile of meaning to restore it to its true place of origin: the voice of a life that has 
been lived by no one. Himat was illuminative in his trek towards poetry’s clear source. 

“I wish paintings would speak,” I say to myself, while hearing voices emanating from these paintings. But how could I 
understand Kurdish, which blends with many languages in Himat’s paintings? This is an artist who belongs to a world 
before language existed. There is a purity that joins him with transparent beings that are of his own creation, yet he 
crosses with them to the other side; there, where the word is devoted exclusively to the truth, and solely to the path. 
And if we knew that the rhythms used by the artist were few, then this musical variety which happily flows from his 
paintings would amaze us. 

Farouk Youssef, Story of the Unseen in Painting: From Al Said to Himat, Arab Institute for Research and Publishing, Amman, 2010.

Born in Kirkuk, Iraq in 1960. Himat has held twenty-one solo 
exhibitions, of which eight were in Japan; the rest were held in 
various Arab countries as well as France, the Netherlands, Austria 
and Switzerland. He has participated in numerous group exhibitions 
across the Arab world and abroad. From Baghdad, he moved to 
Japan and then to Jordan. He has been living in France since 
1992. Poets Bernard Noël and Farouk Youssef have dedicated a 
book to the artist, published by Rencontres. He has participated 
in over ten exhibitions with renowned poets, among whom are 
Adonis, André Velter, and Gotaro Tsunezumi. Himat has published 
over thirty works in collaboration with poets, among whom are 
Mohammad Bennis, Michel Butor, Kasim Haddad and Sadi Youssef. 
Two short films have been made about Himat and his work: one by 
Fuad Mimi in 1991 and the second by Feriel Ben Mahmoud in 2003. 
Himat lives and works in Paris.


